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are forced to raise prices to protect their bot-
tom-line. Lawsuit abuse, therefore, results in
higher prices, increased medical expenses
and loss of business growth.

Through public outreach programs,
MDCALA increases awareness of frivolous liti-
gation and the need for personal responsibility
throughout the State. In particular, the
MDCALA sponsored an essay contest for high
school seniors earlier this year. In a terrific ex-
ample of the concern of our next generation of
voters, students from throughout Maryland
took the time to craft thoughtful, well-written
essays on the importance of personal respon-
sibility in their daily lives.

As a former member of the Maryland Gen-
eral Assembly, I worked hard to reform our
legal system at the State level. During my ten-
ure in Congress, I have supported efforts with
respect to product liability reform, securities
litigation reform, and reform of the Federal
Superfund program. More importantly, I spon-
sored legislation that has helped reduce, in my
view, frivolous class action lawsuits brought
against mortgage brokers.

Legal reform is a very complex issue. The
legal system must function to provide justice
to every American. This does not mean, how-
ever, that the status quo is necessarily perfect.
When lawsuits and the courts are used in ex-
cess or to the detriment of innocent parties,
the system should be reviewed and reformed
if possible.

For their efforts, let me acknowledge
MDCALA Chairman, The Honorable Phillip D.
Bissett; Board of Directors—Joseph Brown,
Jack Doll, Janna Naylor, Vikki Nelson, Gary
Prince, The Honorable Joseph Sachs, Dr. Mi-
chael Saylor, and The Honorable Michael
Wagner; and Executive Director Nancy H. Hill.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I remind our citi-
zens that frivolous lawsuits—nationwide—clog
our courts and prevent access to legitimate liti-
gation. We must work together to implement
common sense reform in order to restore fair-
ness and justice to our legal system. I com-
mend these citizens, and all involved in this
worthwhile effort, for their dedication and com-
mitment and to acknowledge this week as a
time of public awareness on the serious
issues associated with lawsuit abuse.
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, as you know,
I traditionally do not support the use of military
force to pursue our national objectives. In the
past, I felt that we often resorted to military
force too early, resorting to military reprisals
before we explored all of our diplomatic op-
tions or fully questioned our motivations for
such action. But today we are facing a dif-
ferent situation altogether.

I will support this resolution. The attacks on
America only three days ago, without a doubt,
were an act of war and unmitigated aggres-
sion against our country. I will not spend an-

other day of my life without remembering the
nightmare of that day. And I, like every other
American, know that such assaults on our
freedom cannot go unanswered. We have no
other option but to respond.

Still, I hope that the president will fully real-
ize the awesome power he has been given
and that he uses its full strength only after all
other options to protecting our freedoms and
bringing our attackers to their knees have
been exhausted. The president must use this
power prudently and with the understanding
that many of us who vote today to approve
this power do so with a heavy heart.

Nonetheless, we have no other option. I
never thought I would find myself in this situa-
tion, where I would agree with many of my
more eager peers, that force would be a legiti-
mate option. But I, like my colleagues, know
that we have no other choice. Faceless ag-
gressors have challenged our society’s core
principles and I am confident that the ideals of
our great land will prevail.

We will complete our objective and will not
yield until we find and mete out justice to
those nations, organizations or persons behind
those horrific attacks. Yet I remain confident
that we will not fall to the level of the terrorist.
I know that the president will use our military
force to make the world safer for free peoples
and be careful not to wantonly crush innocent
souls purely to make a point. Our motivations
are right, our goals are just and I know that
we will use our awesome military power to
make the world better for all of us who em-
brace freedom in our hearts.
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,

I rise in strong support of H.J. Res. 64/S.J.
Res. 23, the use-of-military force resolution.
By passing this resolution, the House of Rep-
resentatives will send a clear message to our
country’s enemies—the United States is reso-
lute. We stand with the President. We are
united in defending our freedom and our lib-
erty.

I spent the last two days in New York, offer-
ing assistance and comfort to my constituents
in this time of great tragedy. Earlier this after-
noon, I toured lower Manhattan with the Presi-
dent and other members of the New York,
New Jersey and Connecticut delegations.

Over these last few days I have not been
able to truly describe the landscape of de-
struction. When I walk among the rubble I am
speechless. I have often thought that perhaps
I should call upon religious scholars or poets
to try to put these visions into words—I do not
think I am up to the task. It is an indescribable
place.

Walking through New York City I can tell
you that the pain is very deep and very real
but so is the resolve to rebuild and to not give
into terror.

I have never been so moved by the actions
of everyday people.

I have held the relatives of the missing as
they sob for their loved ones while they pro-
claim in the same breath that they have never
been so proud of New York City and America.

I have witnessed ashen-faced firefighters,
as they move uptown after working at ground
zero, applauded and embraced by total
strangers as if returning from battle.

New Yorkers want a response to the mad-
ness of September 11th. Passage of the reso-
lution will solidify this country’s ability to take
military action.

Congress stands with the President. And
when the perpetrators have been identified,
this resolution says that we will support Presi-
dent Bush when he takes action against the
cowards who attacked our beloved country.

A day after Pearl Harbor was attacked,
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, a great Presi-
dent and a great New Yorker said: ‘‘I believe
I interpret the will of the Congress and of the
people when I assert that we will not only de-
fend ourselves to the uttermost, but will make
very certain that this form of treachery shall
never endanger us again.’’

International terrorism should never endan-
ger us again! I urge all my colleagues to vote
in favor of this resolution.
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Ms. MCKINNEY. Mr. Speaker, the Council of
Khalistan has written a letter to President
Bush condemning Tuesday’s brutal terrorist at-
tack on the United States. This terrible attack
is an act of war against all Americans and the
freedom-loving people of all the world. The
Council has also issued an excellent press re-
lease on the matter.

In the letter, the Council’s President, Dr.
Gurmit Singh Aulakh, writes, ‘‘On behalf of the
21-million strong Sikh Nation and especially
on behalf of more than 500,000 Sikh Ameri-
cans, I would like to express our sadness and
our sympathies to the people of the United
States for the terrible attack on the United
States yesterday and for the loss of life it en-
tails.’’

Mr. Speaker, I would like to place this letter
to President Bush and the Council of
Khalistan’s press release on the bombing into
the RECORD.

COUNCIL OF KHALISTAN,
GURU GOBIND SINGH JI, TENTH MASTER,

Washington, DC, September 12, 2001.
Hon. GEORGE W. BUSH,
President of the United States,
The White House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT, On behalf of the 21-
million strong Sikh Nation and especially on
behalf of more than 500,000 Sikh Americans,
I would like to express our sadness and our
sympathies to the people of the United
States for the terrible attack on the United
States yesterday and for the loss of life it en-
tails. This is a terrible tragedy and we know
that you will take appropriate action. Like
all Americans and all decent people every-
where, we condemn this brutal senseless at-
tack.

The Sikh religion recognizes all humanity
as our brothers and we pray for the well-
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being of all. Our prayers and our sympathies
are with the people of the United States at
this tragic time. We especially pray for the
families of those who have departed. May
God bring peace to these departed souls and
to their families.

We support you and we pray for the people
of America. God bless you and God bless
America.

Sincerely,
DR. GURMIT SINGH AULAKH,

President,
Council of Khalistan.

COUNCIL OF KHALISTAN CONDEMNS ATTACK ON
UNITED STATES

URGES SIKHS TO GIVE BLOOD

WASHINGTON, DC.—SEPTEMBER 12, 2001—
Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh, President of the
Council of Khalistan, today condemned the
brutal attack on the United States that oc-
curred yesterday.

‘‘On behalf of the 21-million strong Sikh
Nation and especially on behalf of more than
500,000 Sikh Americans, I would like to ex-
press our sadness and our sympathies to the
people of the United States for the terrible
attack on the United States yesterday and
for the loss of life it entails,’’ Dr. Aulakh
said.

‘‘I urge Sikh Americans to give blood and
to pray for the victims, for their families,
and for all those who are helping our country
and our communities in this time of need,’’
Dr. Aulakh said. ‘‘We must do our part as
American citizens,‘‘ he said. ‘‘We stand to-
gether as a nation.’’

‘‘Like all Americans and all decent people
everywhere, we condemn this brutal and
senseless attack. The Sikh religion recog-
nizes all the human race as one and we pray
for the well-being of all. Our prayers and our
sympathies are with the people of the United
States at this tragic time. We especially
pray for the families of those who have de-
parted.’’

‘‘This tragic event happened in the most
diverse city in the world,’’ Dr. Aulakh said.
‘‘There is hardly a national or ethnic group
that has not been touched directly by this
tragedy. Our sympathies are extended to
those who have been touched personally,’’ he
said. ‘‘Violence against innocent people of
any religion or ethnicity is unacceptable. It
must be ended.’’

Unfortunately, some people have engaged
in violence against Sikhs in the wake of the
bombings yesterday. A couple of young
Sikhs were attacked in Brooklyn. Sikh busi-
nesses have been stoned and cars have been
burned. A Sikh boy was even shot in New
York.

‘‘Today we all stand together as Ameri-
cans, regardless of race, religion, or eth-
nicity,’’ he said. ‘‘We must not accept ter-
rorism. We must unite against this evil,’’ he
said. ‘‘We must work to bring all Americans
together to defeat this brutal enemy.’’
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Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker,
today, I speak in support of House Concurrent
Resolution 227, condemning bigotry and vio-
lence against Arab-Americans, American Mus-
lims, and Americans from South Asia in the

wake of the terrorist attacks in New York City,
New York, and Washington, D.C., on Sep-
tember 11, 2001.

Our nation suffered a horrendous tragedy
on September 11, 2001. There is no question
that those responsible for this heinous act
must be brought to justice. However, we must
not further compound the tragedy by turning
against each other in our time of grief and
anger. Unfortunately, in the aftermath of the
recent attack, there have been reports of vio-
lence against Americans of Arab and South
Asian descent. This is nothing short of divi-
sive, and is unacceptable, unconscionable,
and un-American.

The Arab-American, South Asian-American,
and American Muslim communities are an in-
tegral part of the United States. The state of
Michigan itself has one of the largest Middle
Eastern communities outside of the Middle
East. Like all Americans, members of these
communities are outraged by the recent at-
tacks upon our nation. As law abiding and pa-
triotic citizens of our nation they do not de-
serve our rancor, but the dignity afforded to
every American.

Indeed, in the wake of the recent terrorists
attacks, the rights and liberties of all Ameri-
cans must continue to be respected and
upheld. We must relentlessly pursue those
guilty of this cowardly act, and refrain from
lashing out against the innocent. I fully support
the language of H. Con. Res. 227, which
stresses that throughout our search for the
perpetrators of the terrorists acts of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, our nation will continue to
adhere to the civil rights and civil liberties that
has made the United States the land of the
free.
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Mr. KIND Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 343,
unfortunately, due to an unavoidable weather
delay I missed today’s rollcall vote. Had I been
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’
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Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
recognition of the 100th Anniversary of the
construction of Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist
Worship Center in Houston, Texas. On Sun-
day, September 23, 2001, the congregation
will celebrate their centennial.

Under the direction of Pastor Willie James
Coleman, the theme for the celebration will be
Faith, Love, Patience, a Reality. The program
for the celebration will also include a nice trib-
ute to the late Professor Nathaniel Edward.
Professor Edward will always be remembered
for his commitment to the congregation and
his musical offerings. Each December Pro-
fessor Edward would direct the annual Can-
dlelight musical.

Pastor Willie James Coleman has been at
the helm of Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Wor-
ship Center since 1974. His leadership has
seen the congregation through the past 27
years. Throughout his tenure the church has
undergone much renovation and expanded its
membership.

Mt. Olive also has several Deacons; John
Paul, William Derrick, Tommy E. Ford, Stacy
Brisco, Ed Edwards, Issac Johnson, John
McClellan, Charles Johnson, and Walter Jef-
ferson. The spiritual leadership at Mt. Olive
serves as a beacon in the Third Ward commu-
nity. With such programs as Feed the Hungry
and the Annual back to School Clothing Drive,
the congregation’s sense of community activ-
ism and outreach provides an ideal model of
service to the city of Houston. Their dedication
to the community and commitment to their
neighbors sets them apart as the spark that
keeps faith aglow.

In closing Mr. Speaker, I want to again rec-
ognize the 100th Anniversary of the construc-
tion of Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Worship
Center and offer my sincerest wishes for a
successful celebration.
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I want to thank Chairman YOUNG and Ranking
Member OBEY for their leadership today. Con-
gress has taken swift action to respond to the
critical needs of our Nation stemming from the
terrorist attack.

This emergency supplemental appropria-
tions for $40 billion in disaster relief and in-
creased security means so much to this Na-
tion and to the great city of New York. The
support for domestic and humanitarian assist-
ance is a vital and important first step on our
Nation’s long road of recovery.

The emergency supplemental package pro-
vides $40 billion both to fund rescue oper-
ations and a military response to Tuesday’s
terrorist attacks in New York and Virginia.

I am especially pleased that the supple-
mental targets funding to New York. To return
lower Manhattan to its former state, New York
will need this funding and much more support
in the future.

Today is the first time I have been back to
Washington since the attacks. I can tell you
that I have never been so moved by the ac-
tions of everyday people.

Walking through New York City I can tell
you that the pain is very deep and very real
but so is the resolve to rebuild and not give in
to terror.

I have held the relatives of the missing as
they sob for their loved ones while they pro-
claim in the same breath that they have never
been so proud of New York City and America.

I have witnessed ashen-faced firefighters,
as they move uptown after working at ground
zero, applauded and embraced by total
strangers as if returning from battle.
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